
Today’s Readings:
Old Testament: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to him, ‘I am God
Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my covenant between me and you, and will
make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is
my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be
Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. I
will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. I will
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations,
for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you.
God said to Abraham, ‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to
nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.

Gospel: Mark 8:31-38
Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the
elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. He said all this
quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples,
he rebuked Peter and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but
on human things.’
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If any want to become my followers, let them
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it,
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what will it profit
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son
of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’

St Leonard’s is currently open on Sunday mornings only (except for special services).
This week:
Tuesday 7.30pm Lent discussion group via Zoom
Wednesday 10am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Saturday 10am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday 10am Eucharist in church and via Zoom

11am to 12 noon Church open for individual private prayer



Thought for the Week from
How do you cope with disagreement? For lots of reasons, each of us reacts differently when people
disagree with us or one another. Some can become quite feisty like hedgehogs and enjoy the
argument; others can become silent like tortoises and hide in their shells.

What is the way that Christians should respond? Is the best way to be peaceful and calm, never to
disagree? Maybe when the things we’re disagreeing about aren’t very important. But what if the thing
we’re disagreeing about is important or about truth and justice?

Jesus and Peter are an example of how open disagreement can lead to a place of understanding one
another and God’s way better. Jesus is trying to teach the disciples that the kind of Messiah that they
have in mind isn’t quite right. They still seem to think that Jesus is going to be powerful and conquer
the world. Jesus wants to show them that he’s going to appear to do the opposite: he will be rejected,
suffer and die.

But think carefully about the scene. Perhaps you know people, especially leaders, who you’d be
frightened to disagree with because they might reject you! Jesus seems to have created an
atmosphere among his friends where they weren’t afraid. Peter is quite confident in his contradiction of
Jesus. And Jesus is comfortable to disagree with Peter – very strongly. But is Peter kicked out of the
group? Is Peter rejected? Far from it – in fact, just a few verses further in chapter 9, we read that Jesus
chooses Peter with James and John for a special experience.

If we are to grow as people of faith, we need to be able to create an environment where we feel safe
enough to disagree but know we will not be rejected. Can we do that?

On Sundays in Lent, we will watch a video of Bishop Steven speaking about different statements in
the Creed. Information sheets will be emailed/given out each week with the newsletter to facilitate
reflection on the video at home, in your own time. We will also have a discussion group about it on
Tuesday evenings.

You are encouraged to sign up to Come and See on the diocesan website
https://www.oxford.anglican.org/come-and-see/ to receive daily emails during Lent and access to the
videos at any time.

Lent 2021

The Diocese of Oxford has launched a Lent study based on the Creed,
called Come and See, which we will be using in church during Lent.


