
  

Today’s Readings: 
Old Testament: Revelation 19:6-10 
I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the sound of many waters and like the 
sound of mighty thunder-peals, crying out, 
‘Hallelujah! 
For the Lord our God 
    the Almighty reigns. 
Let us rejoice and exult 
    and give him the glory, 
for the marriage of the Lamb has come, 
    and his bride has made herself ready; 
to her it has been granted to be clothed 
    with fine linen, bright and pure’— 
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are true words of God.’ Then I fell down at his feet to worship him, 
but he said to me, ‘You must not do that! I am a fellow-servant with you and your comrades who hold 
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.’ 
 
Gospel: John 2:1-11 
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there. Jesus 
and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus 
said to him, ‘They have no wine.’ And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you and to 
me? My hour has not yet come.’ His mother said to the servants, ‘Do whatever he tells you.’ Now 
standing there were six stone water-jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or 
thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’ And they filled them up to the brim. He said 
to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’ So they took it. When the steward 
tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants 
who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, ‘Everyone serves 
the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept 
the good wine until now.’ Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 
glory; and his disciples believed in him. 

During the national lockdown, churches can remain open. St Leonard’s will be open on Sunday 
mornings only. 
This week:  
Wednesday  10am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
Saturday  10am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
Sunday  10am Eucharist in church and via Zoom 

11am to 12 noon Church open for individual private prayer 



    Points for Reflection from            

 When the wine runs out, Jesus’ mother simply tells him what has happened, but does not 
seem to be asking anything of him. Yet he responds as though she was, apparently by 
dismissing her concern. But when Mary addresses the servants, it seems that she 
expects the unexpected. This is not a resigned acknowledgement that the servants must 
do as they are told, but a bold and hopeful instruction. The unexpected event follows her 
positive response. 

 Might the steward's surprise that the best wine has been saved till last suggest that, with 
Jesus at hand, events have turned out better than could have been imagined? The 
shrewd and pragmatic practice of using the best wine first, while the guests still have clear 
heads, probably reflects human nature in every age. Yet Jesus' action might be 
interpreted as an invitation to believe that our human best is not as good as things can be. 

 The stone water jars were used for Jewish rites of purification, rites as noted in Mark 7.3-
4. The jars were large and capable of holding all the water needed for a wedding feast, 
perhaps as much as 180 gallons in total. When Jesus provides up to 180 gallons of 
choice wine, is he expressing something of God's extraordinary generosity and 
goodness? 

If you know of anyone would be 
interested in this, please pass on 
the information. 

The booking link is 
https://www.sitgap.org/managing
-the-wibbles-and-wobbles-of-
anxiety-workshop 


