During the national lockdown, churches can remain open. St Leonard’s will be open on Sunday
mornings only.
This week:
Wednesday 10am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Saturday
10am Morning Prayer via Zoom
Sunday
10am Eucharist in church and via Zoom
11am to 12 noon Church open for individual private prayer
Today’s Readings:
Old Testament: 1 Samuel 3:1-10
The boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in those days;
visions were not widespread.
At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down in his
room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,
where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and ran
to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; lie down again.’ So he went
and lay down. The Lord called again, ‘Samuel!’ Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am,
for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know
the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. The Lord called Samuel again, a
third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived
that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you
shall say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.”’ So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ And Samuel said, ‘Speak,
for your servant is listening.’
Gospel: John 1:43-51
The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Now Philip
was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have
found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.’ Nathanael said to him, ‘Can anything good come out of Nazareth?’ Philip said to him,
‘Come and see.’ When Jesus saw Nathanael coming towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is truly an
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!’ Nathanael asked him, ‘Where did you come to know me?’ Jesus
answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.’ Nathanael replied, ‘Rabbi, you are
the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!’ Jesus answered, ‘Do you believe because I told you that I
saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.’ And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I
tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son
of Man.’

Points for Reflection


It’s wonderful when a small child comes bouncing up, full of excitement and longing to
share something. Perhaps Philip approached Nathanael in this way, bursting with good
news: he has found the Messiah! If so, he must have been disappointed when
Nathanael brushed off his announcement contemptuously, but delighted all over again
when Nathanael met Jesus for himself and experienced this complete change of heart.
It’s easy to be downhearted when people don’t share our enthusiasm for Jesus. We
might even wonder if we have made a mistake. But it is not up to us to form someone
else’s relationship with Jesus. We can trust Jesus himself to do that, in his own time and
with his own words, as he did for Nathanael.



How do you find out if something is true? The internet may be our ‘go to’ these days.
But, even with fact-checking websites, can we trust the information we find there? What
is reliable? What is fake? These new disciples wanted to find out more about Jesus.
Were John’s claims about him true? Was he really the Messiah? No hi-tech options for
them. ‘Come and see,’ said Jesus, and they spent the day with him in conversation,
sharing food, and enjoying each other’s company. Simply being together with each other
and with the Lord creates effective opportunities for checking out our feelings and
intuitions, and trying to get the facts straight. Fellowship has always been at the heart of
Christian life – come and see!



Do you remember the old HMV logo – a dog sitting in front of a wax-cylinder
phonograph, and listening to the sound coming from the horn? It is based on a painting
by Liverpool artist, Francis Barraud, titled ‘His Master’s Voice’. Which, of course, is
where the company name HMV comes from.
The painting is in turn based on real events. Francis’ brother Mark died, but left
recordings of his voice on a wax cylinder. Whenever Francis played them, Mark’s dog –
Nipper – would run over to the machine and listen intently. He truly recognised his
master’s voice.
If we have a pet, we may be familiar with this and have our own stories to tell. Of course,
pets don’t always understand what is being said. But in the context of today’s Gospel
reading, it raises two questions:
o Do we recognise our master’s voice, God’s voice?
o Do we understand it?
Perhaps, we expect to receive some kind of personal message, like Samuel. In reality,
God uses many different ways of speaking.

