
  

Today’s Readings:  
Old Testament: Isaiah 64:1-9 
O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
    so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 
When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 
From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 
You meet those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself, we transgressed. 
We have all become like one who is unclean,  
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity for ever. 
    Now consider, we are all your people. 
 
Gospel: Mark 13:24-37 
Jesus said to his disciples: 
‘But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, 
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will 
see “the Son of Man coming in clouds” with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 
‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, 
at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
‘But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’ 



 

We will resume services in church on Saturday 5th December. 

This week: 
Wednesday  10am Morning Prayer via Zoom 
  10.30am Ministry Team meeting via Zoom 
Saturday  10am Morning Prayer in church and via Zoom  
  10.30am to 12 noon Church open for private prayer 
Sunday  10am Eucharist in church and via Zoom. This will also be our Christingle service and the 

collection will go to The Children’s Society. 

Salvation Army Christmas Toy Appeal: This year, we are not collecting toys for the Salvation Army, 
but would like to send a monetary donation instead. If you would like to contribute to this, you can drop 
a cheque off at (or post to) the vicarage, or pay directly into the church bank account. Please contact 
Revd Sue for bank details and mark payments ‘Toys’. Please send any monies by 1st December. 
Thank you in advance for your support. 

Christmas at the Ridings: Could you write a Christmas poem to send some cheer to the residents at 
the Ridings? Sue Ayliff would be glad to receive poems from people of any age. Deadline is Sunday 
12th December. 

Children and Families work: The church needs people to do this work - is God calling you? Ideally a 
team of people with a co-ordinator is needed. Sue Ayliff will no longer be doing this work when the 
church reopens but she can offer support, training and resources. Please contact Sue to find out more 
at sueayliffchurchac@yahoo.co.uk 

Points for Reflection 

 Mark’s Gospel is thought to have been written against the background of the Jewish revolt, 
either in the middle of it – with a lack of certainty as to how it will all work out, and with the Early 
Church wanting to record the stories of Jesus before the first generation of followers died – or 
in the wake of it and the subsequent destruction of Jerusalem, with the uncertainty of what 
comes next. 

 This ‘little apocalypse’ speaks into that, but there is no immediate hope offered. Everything, bar 
Jesus’ words, is potentially up for destruction. What events in recent history have left people 
feeling bereft or hopeless (e.g. 9/11, the Grenfell fire in London, the Covid-19 pandemic…)? 
What signs of hope are there in the wake of such challenging events? 

 Children are not always renowned for patience; on long journeys the repeated question might 
be: ‘Are we nearly there yet?’ In terms of the kingdom of God, the answer to that question is 
‘Not yet’. At this time of year, some children – and adults – may start to ask, ‘How many sleeps 
until Christmas?’ This week’s Gospel passage might suggest that there are none – that is, we 
are encouraged to stay awake and alert. But how long can anyone reasonably do without sleep 
and yet remain alert? When driving, are we not encouraged to stop and take a rest, particularly 
if we start to feel drowsy at the wheel? What is the spiritual equivalent to this? 

 


