
 

  

Today’s Readings:  
New Testament: Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being 
in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard 
others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of 
others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, though he was in the form of God, 
    did not regard equality with God 
    as something to be exploited, 
but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
    being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form, 
    he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
    even death on a cross. 
Therefore God also highly exalted him 
    and gave him the name 
    that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus 
    every knee should bend, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue should confess 
    that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father. 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more 
now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at work in 
you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32 
When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 
teaching, and said, ‘By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?’ 
Jesus said to them, ‘I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you 
by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?’ And they argued with one another, ‘If we say, “From heaven”, he will say to us, “Why then did 
you not believe him?” But if we say, “Of human origin”, we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John 
as a prophet.’ So they answered Jesus, ‘We do not know.’ And he said to them, ‘Neither will I tell you 
by what authority I am doing these things. 
‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the 
vineyard today.” He answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went to 
the second and said the same; and he answered, “I go, sir”; but he did not go. Which of the two did the 
will of his father?’ They said, ‘The first.’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, the tax-collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax-collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 



 
Thought for the Week: 

“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus”. What does this mean? Paul tells us it is to 
have love, compassion, and sympathy for others, to be unselfish and humble. And be of one mind – 
all think in that same way. 

Then he describes what’s been called a hymn to Jesus, about his humbly accepting death on the 
cross, and his subsequent exaltation through his resurrection. Paul says that Jesus emptied himself. 
What does this mean? 

It could be thought of as Jesus emptying himself of his divinity to become an ordinary human being. 
But I think it’s more about the human Jesus emptying himself of all pride and self-centredness, to 
have a mind of love, compassion, unselfishness, and humility. 

So to have the same mind as Jesus, we need to empty ourselves of all pride and self-centredness, 
and put others’ interests above our own. This is particularly important in the face of a pandemic, when 
we need to acknowledge that we’re all in this together and behave appropriately, but it’s something 
that we should practise all the time. 

If everyone put others’ interests before their own, the world would be a better place. 

Sue Burchell  

Top Tips for Families  

 28th September is celebrated as National Family Day in USA – why don’t you do something 
nice for a family member this week? Do you have a relative you have not seen for a long time?  
– Do something to show you are thinking of them e.g. send a card, write a letter, phone them; 
if they live nearby why not bake them a cake! 

 Electric Blanket Testing - free service – Covid means this year they are operating the scheme 
differently – you must book to have your blanket collected from your home and it will be taken 
away and returned to you. The testing will take place between Oct 5th-9th & 19th-23rd. To 
book a collection time phone 01865 895999 or email 
communityengagement@oxfordshire.gov.uk 

Sue Ayliff 

This week: 
Today  4pm Seeking the Spirit service 
Wednesday 10am Morning Prayer via Zoom. 

10.30am to 3.30pm Quiet Day in church. Please let Revd Sue know if you will be 
coming, and please bring your own lunch and drinks. 

Saturday  10am Morning Prayer in church and via Zoom.  
  10.30am to 12 noon, church open for private prayer.  
Sunday  10am Eucharist in church and via Zoom.  
   

The APCM will be held on Sunday 18th October after the morning Eucharist, starting about 11am, in 
church and on Zoom. 

PCC Secretary: Trish will be stepping down as PCC secretary after the APCM. We thank her for all 
her work. If you are interested in taking over as secretary, please let Revd Sue know. 

Questionnaire: If you have not responded via email, please pick up a copy of the questionnaire and 
return it to Sue Ayliff by 1st October 


