
St Leonard’s Church Newsletter 

September 2016 

Contact details: 

Revd Sue Burchell 01295 271008  revsueb@btinternet.com 

 

Churchwardens:  

Jerry Lewis 01295 262854 mnj@lewis48hill.freeserve.co.uk and Liz Spittle 01295 254035 

 

Website: www.saintleonards.org 
E-mail: saintleonardsbanbury@gmail.com 

Church mobile: 07468 792335 

Our vision for St Leonard’s: 
“To be a Christian presence in the community, 

embodying God’s love in all we say and do.” 

Questions?  Questions? Questions? 

Life is full of questions, from the trivial to the profound, and our answers to them guide our 
lives.  In 2014 I agreed to look for grants to enable us to finance the creation of a community 
space within our church building. 

 Have I found grant making bodies that might finance us?  YES 

 Do we have a good case to make; especially for a new kitchen and toilets?   YES 

 Are we likely to be successful if we apply for a grant?  NO!  Why? 

Grant making bodies require clear evidence that a congregation is committed to the project 
they put forward. We need to demonstrate we have good reasons for our project and faith in it 
(the easy bit) and that we have given sacrificially (in time and money) and have undertaken our 
own fundraising initiatives (the difficult bit). 

Back in April 2015 we embarked on fundraising to buy new chairs. The success of this phase of 
our project would go a long way to demonstrating our commitment to the whole project and al-
low me to start applying for grants. 

 So, after 60 weeks of fundraising, how have we done?     ABYSMALLY.  

 We have raised enough to buy approximately 10 chairs. 

There are approximately 30 adults in our congregation and if we had all given £2 per week 
(less than the cost of a cappuccino in Costa) to the chair fund for the last 60 weeks then we 
would have over £3,000 and be half way to the £6,000 needed to purchase chairs. For most of 
us £2 a week would not even amount to sacrificial giving. 

 Do I believe we can still raise enough money to purchase new chairs in 2017?    YES 

But in order to succeed we all need to ask ourselves some questions: 

 How much do I want toilets and kitchen facilities in church? 

 What could I go without, thus enabling me to donate money to the chair fund? 

 Could I give more of my time, maybe run a fundraising event or help at one? 

It is quite likely that over the next few years, as our economy goes through a change due to  
leaving the EU, that grant making bodies will have less to give and will tighten up their criterion. 
I would like to be in a position to start applying for grants towards the end of 2017, while we still 
have a good chance of securing one. 

So ask yourself: 

What will I do over the coming months to show my commitment? 

                                                                                                             Sue Ayliff 

mailto:revsueb@btinternet.com
http://www.saintleonards.org


What’s On in September (here at St Leonard’s unless otherwise specified) 

Fri 2 

Sat 3 

 

Sun 4 

 

Tues 6 

 

Wed 7 

Sat 10 

 

Sun 11 

 

Wed 14 

Sat 17 

 

 

Sun 18 

Wed 21 

Sat 24 

 

Sun 25 

 

Wed 28 

 

 

2-3pm Grimsbury Prayer Meeting at Methodist Church 

10am Morning Prayer 

10.30am-12 noon Coffee and crafts 

10am Eucharist 

4pm Taize service 

10-11.30am Exercise class 

6.30pm Grimsbury Community Association meeting in Community Hall. 

10am Mid-week Communion conducted by Revd Henry Ormerod 

10am Morning Prayer 

10.30am-12noon coffee and crafts 

10am Eucharist conducted by Revd Hazel Scarr 

11.30am Bible study 

10am Mid-week Communion conducted by Revd Henry Ormerod 

10am Morning Prayer 

10.30am-12noon coffee and crafts 

6pm Quiz night in church hall - supper provided. 

10am Eucharist conducted by Revd Henry Ormerod 

10am Mid-week Communion conducted by Revd Henry Ormerod 

10am Morning Prayer 

10.30am—12noon coffee and crafts 

10am Eucharist 

2.30pm Forest Church—please see details opposite. 

10am Mid-week Communion 

8pm Grimsbury Prayer meeting 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

      Choir practice is usually every Tuesday at 

7.30pm.   

The church is in use for community activities on 

Monday and Tuesday mornings.  

Revd Sue’s usual day off is Friday.  

She will be away from Monday 5th to Saturday 17th 

September inclusive and at St. Mary’s on Sunday 

18th September as Mayor’s Chaplain. 

Regular Use of Church Hall 

 

Sundays 11am to 12.30pm: Preach the 

Word Evangelical Church  

Wednesdays 7.30 to 8.30pm:  Karate 

Club  

 

Bookings  

Phone 07468 792335 or  e-mail:  

saintleonardsbanbury@gmail.com 

    Harvest Festival October 2nd at 10am 

     Followed by a bring and share lunch in church. 
 

Contributions of fruit and vegetables will be gratefully received, as well as 

dried and tinned foods, which will be donated to Banbury Foodbank.              

Quiz night on Saturday 17th September at 6pm 

Taking place in church hall, with supper provided. Adults £5, children £2. Please come along 

and support us! 



st-leonards.oxon.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

 

Our local schools are: 

www.aatdashwood.org 

and 

Please e-mail any items for inclusion in next 

month’s newsletter to: 

saintleonardsbanbury@gmail.com  

Deadline:  Sunday 18th September 

Summer holidays are over and school starts again this month. I hope you managed to have 

a break during the summer or are planning one soon. (I shall be away the first two weeks 

in September.) 

Now our thoughts turn to Autumn. Our Forest Church gathering on Sunday 25th        

September will celebrate the autumn equinox. We’re intending to go to Newbottle 

Woods, near Kings Sutton. Everyone is welcome to join us; we’ll meet at church and travel 

there together. Our Harvest Festival will be the following Sunday, 2nd October, at 10am – 

please see details on opposite page.  

On Saturday 8th October, there will be a training morning for existing and potential read-

ers and intercessors. If this applies to you, please come along.  

Over the last year or so we have been trying to raise money for new church chairs but 

have raised very little so far. Our plans to have a disabled toilet and kitchen put in church 

have stalled as we await new plans and costings from the architect. When we have the   

details, we’re going to have to start fund-raising in earnest. You will see from Sue Ayliff ’s 

article, on the front page, that in order to get grants, we have to show that we have raised 

money ourselves. Please see if you can help in any way. 

  

Sue Burchell 

Vicar 

Wanted 

Someone willing to help run the Christian Club at 

St. Leonard’s School on Tuesday afternoons during 

term-time. If interested, please speak to Sue Ayliff 

or Rev. Sue. 

Public speaking workshop for readers and  

intercessors.  

Saturday 8th October 10am-12 noon in church.  

Led by Tara Lacey of Banbury Cross Players. 
Please let Revd Sue know if you would like to 
attend. We will be inviting other members of 
the Deanery.  

Forest Church gathering in 
Newbottle Woods.  

Sunday 25th September 2.30pm.  

Open to all. Please come to church 
for 2pm and we'll travel together.  

 

Communication/Fundraising team: Help needed! 
St Leonard’s runs events, both regular & ‘one-offs’, for both the church & wider community. 

We need to organise & publicise events with a dedicated team. Could you help or could 

you recommend volunteers for a post on this team? Please contact David Bloxham for  

further information and/or if you’d be able to help: evad_dj@hotmail.com 



Please pray for the sick and those who’ve 

asked for prayer:  

Marian Lewis, Sharon Sampson,  Louise, Richard 

Collyer, James Grant, Miles Davis,  Alex Cripps,  

Janice, Joan Newman, Sandra Manring,  Vince Garas, 

Justin Mitchell, Brian,  Paul Davies, Kenneth Bloxham, 

Ivy & Terry Foulsham, Jacqui Nash, Fr Roger Bellamy. 

Sunday Rota 

Banbury Street Pastors: 
Saturday 3rd Sept: Mark,  Peter 
& Sheena 
Saturday 10th Sept: Helen,  
Melanie, Eric & Eddie 
Saturday 17th Sept: Josh,  John,  
Melissa & Mick 
Saturday 24th Sept: Wendy,  
Linda & David 

 4 Sep 11 Sep 18 Sep 25 Sep 

First Reading  Priscilla 

Deut. 30: 15-
20; 
Ps 1 

Charles B 

Exod.32:7-14; 

Ps 51:1-11 

Tim 

Amos 8:4-7; 

Ps 113 

Charles D 

Amos 6:1a,4-7; 

Ps 146 

Second 

Reading 

Charles B 

Phile. 1-21 

Steve 

1Tim 1:12-17 

Geraldine 

1Tim 2:1-7 

Sue A 

1Tim 6:6-19 

Prayers Rev, Sue Charles D Priscilla Pat S 

MC Liz David Marlene Jerry 

Chalice 

 

Joan & Jennie Liz & Jerry Tim & Charles 

B 

Marlene & 

Charles D 

Sides- 

persons 

Ivy, Shirley & 

Salome 

Steve Jerry & Mark Joan, Jennie & 

Ella 

Coffee Olyvia Liz Charles & Jan Sheila 

Deddington Deanery Intercessions 
Sept 4: Rural communities, farmers, those working the land to produce food, Farmers’ 

markets, farm shops and our efforts to reduce our food miles and carbon footprints. Animals 

raised for food and their carers and also those who butcher them. Harvest festivals 

everywhere. Our good stewardship of the earth’s resources. 

Sept 11: For all called to be evangelists. For our eagerness and ability to ’tell our faith story’ 

and all mission and outreach courses starting this autumn. 

Sept 18: Those preparing to start university or college, specially those leaving home for the 

first time. For their parents learning to live with an ‘empty nest’. For university chaplains and 

those supporting our young people away from home. 

Sept 25:  For all charities and relief organisations regularly supported by our congregations. 

Link churches in this country and abroad. The Disasters Emergency Committee. 


